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News Release – Local event
Fires in the East Raise Concerns about Air Quality [OR SIMILAR EVENT]
EnviroFlash Provides Warnings and Information to Concerned Citizens

This week’s [fire/smoke/heat/elevated ozone levels] is cause for concern for residents of [PLACE]. According to [LOCAL AGENCY NAME], tomorrow will be a code [COLOR (e.g. red)] day, meaning [HEALTH RECOMMENDATIONS/TIPS people with heart or lung diseases, children and older adults should take extra precautions]. To know when to take precautions and limit exposure, [AGENCY NAME] recommends area residents stay informed of air quality conditions by signing up to receive EnviroFlash alerts.
EnviroFlash (www.enviroflash.info) is an e-mail alert system that delivers air quality information straight to your inbox. Once subscribers sign up and fill in their basic information, they will receive daily alerts about the local Air Quality Index (AQI), as well as alerts related to certain times that you should be more cautious, such as [CURRENT EVENT]. 
(Insert quote)

[TAILOR TO SPECIFIC EVENT] Awareness of air quality is important if you have lung disease, like asthma, if you have heart disease, if you are an older adult or a child, or if you are active outdoors. Elevated levels of [TAILOR TO SPECIFIC EVENT] pollutants, like ozone and particle pollution, can have serious short- and long-term impacts on your health. 

[TAILOR TO SPECIFIC EVENT] Ozone can irritate your respiratory system and cause a burning sensation in your throat and airways. It can reduce lung function, cause chest tightness, wheezing or shortness of breath, and can aggravate asthma and trigger asthma attacks. Particle pollution can irritate the eyes, nose and throat and cause coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath. It can also pose risks for people with heart disease.
[Modify/customize the following quote] “We expect conditions to improve soon, but the best thing for individuals to do is stay informed and be smart about participating in outdoor activities,” said [ORGANIZATION SPOKESMAN]. “Stay aware of air quality conditions and be willing to cut short or tone-down activity if necessary. Signing up for EnviroFlash (www.enviroflash.info) should be a first step.”

# # #

News Release – Ozone Event

Elevated Ozone Levels Brings Attention to Air Quality
EnviroFlash Delivers Information to Users’ Inboxes
Recent hot weather has brought with it troubles beyond soaring temperatures. Hot, dry weather often means air pollution is getting worse. Ozone, the main ingredient in smog, can affect a person’s respiratory system. To stay better informed about ozone and other air quality matters, [ORGANIZATION] is recommending the general public sign up for the EnviroFlash system.

EnviroFlash (www.enviroflash.info) is an e-mail alert system that delivers air quality information straight to your inbox. Once subscribers sign up and fill in their basic information like e-mail address and ZIP code, they will receive daily alerts with the local Air Quality Index (AQI) forecasts. They will also receive alerts when ozone or particle pollution is expected to be unhealthy. 
[Modify/customize the following quote] “Hot weather increases the risk of elevated ozone levels,” said [ORGANIZATION SPOKESMAN]. “Because higher ozone can have such a serious impact on the public, we urge the public to take advantage of the free EnviroFlash system. It’s a simple way to stay informed and take appropriate steps to protect your health.”
Ground level ozone forms when pollutants emitted by cars, power plants, chemical plants and other sources react chemically in the presence of sunlight. At ground level, ozone is a harmful air pollutant. During hot, sunny months, ozone becomes a greater concern.

EnviroFlash alerts can help people stay better informed of the risks associated with unhealthy ozone levels. Groups most susceptible to the risks include children, older adults, people with respiratory or heart diseases and people who are active outdoors. However, when ozone levels are very high, it is a concern for everyone.

[Modify/customize the following quote] “Ozone can be harmful to everyone’s health,” said [ORGANIZATION SPOKESMAN]. “It can irritate your lungs and reduce lung function, aggravate asthma or lung disease and even cause permanent lung damage. The key is to be aware and modify behaviors accordingly.”
Some ways to modify activities include planning activities with higher exertion during cooler times of the day, moderating exertion or reducing the time of exposure.

[Modify/customize the following quote] “The key is to be smart, flexible and informed,” said [ORGANIZATION SPOKESMAN]. “Sign up for EnviroFlash at www.enviroflash.info to get ozone and air quality alerts, use common sense and modify your activity.”
# # #

